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not move, however brightly the sun shone ; their
faces, in spite of the heat, showed no sign of sweat ;
when they moved, they glided over the ground
without touching it; the flowers upon their brows
bore no dust. But Nala cast his shadow ; his robes
were stained with dust; the flowers of his garland
were beginning to fade ; the sweat stood in great
beads upon his forehead ; his feet trod the solid
earth, and in the strong light of the sun his eyelids
fell and rose.

In a moment the princess knew her mortal lover,
and with a cry of joy she said, " I know thee, Nala,
and I claim thee as my chosen lord and husband/'

When Damayanti had made known her choice,
the other suitors were generous enough to wish
Prince Nala joy, and even the Shining Ones cried out;
" Well done ! " Then the happy prince pledged his
word to be true and loyal to Damayanti while the
breath endured within his body ; and the Shining
Ones gave him many wondrous marriage gifts.

He was to have the power to see with his own
eyes the god to whom he offered sacrifice. Help was
to be sent to him whenever he should call for it in
prayer. He was to have skill in cooking, and when-
ever he spoke in times of heat the breeze was to
spring up and ripple all the waters. These and other
gifts having been bestowed at the wedding feast, the
Shining Ones departed and Nala took his bride to her
new home.